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 QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

In Majuro Lagoon, a diver herds commercially viable moi fish for harvest. Floating fish farms may be the future for the Mar-

shall Islands, where rising sea levels are engulfing low-lying atolls. [See related story on page 4, “Women in Aquaculture in 

the Marshall Islands”]. This photo is featured in the USAID Global Climate Change Initiative 2017 Cal-

endar. Photo © PACAM/Matt Abbott   
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“Sustainable Healthy River 

Campaign” Launched in Fiji 

 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)-

Pacific recently launched the 

“Sustainable Healthy Rivers for All” 

awareness campaign in Fiji. The 18-

month campaign mobilizes champions 

from the community and the private 

sector to spearhead the activities pro-

moting sustainable management prac-

tices to save the Ba River. Among the 

campaign champions are top execu-

tives of ANZ Bank and Ba Holdings 

Limited, a renowned radio personality, 

and a community environmental lead-

er. More than 100 people attended the 

campaign launch at Natutu village in 

Fiji’s Ba Province. The guests included 

government officials, regional and in-

ternational agencies, non-governmental 

and civil society organizations, corpo-

rate entities, students from nearby 

schools, and the Nailaga District com-

munities. WWF-Pacific is helping the 

communities rehabilitate coastlines and 

riverbanks in Fiji that are eroding as a 

result of climate change. Coir logs 

made of biodegradable coconut fiber 

are used to reduce erosion. During the 

launch, WWF-Pacific also set up a 

mangrove nursery in Natutu village 

that will benefit several other villages in 

Nailaga District. WWF-Pacific is help-

ing communities tackle long-term cli-

mate change impacts through the 

USAID-funded project Strengthening 

Governance and Resource Management 

for Climate Resilient Communities in Fiji.  

 

In November, USAID’s Pacific-American Climate Fund launched three 

climate change adaptation projects in Fiji and Solomon Islands. In Fiji, PA-

CAM launched the Building Climate Resilience of Fishing Communities in Mac-

uata project implemented by the Community Centred Conservation Fiji. 

This project will help the people of Macuata Province diversify their liveli-

hoods, and reduce overfishing and other destructive fishing practices. In 

Solomon Islands, PACAM launched the Climate Change Adaptation and Aq-

uaculture Development in East Guadalcanal project implemented by the Sol-

omon Islands Association of Community Learning Centres (SIACLC), and 

the Strengthening Communities’ Climate Change Planning and Adaptation in 

Solomon Islands project implemented by the Solomon Islands Community 

Conservation Partnership (SICCP). SIACLC will help fishing communities 

diversify household access to protein through aquaculture while SICCP 

will help Solomon Islands’ Western Province communities to plan for and 

adapt to climate change. PACAM has awarded to date 24 adaptation 

grants valued at over $10 million to civil society organizations across the 

Pacific Islands. 

 USAID LAUNCHES 2 NEW CCA PROJECTS  

Left to right: Fiji Ministry of Fisheries' representative Alivereti Tuinamata, C3 U.K. 

Director Patricia Davis, USAID Regional Coordinator for the Pacific Richard Edwards, 

and PACAM Chief of Party Peter Collier slice the cake for the occasion. Photo © PA-

CAM/Matt Abbott 

U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission Joel Maybury (center), USAID Environment Officer Sharon Gulick 

(2nd from right), and PACAM Deputy Chief of Party Payton Deeks (right) with SIACLC and 

SICCP representatives. © PACAM  

 

 IN ACTION:  Project & Campaign Launches 

The Chief of Ba Province Adi Laite Koroirua 

(center) led the launch of the campaign with 

PACAM and community representatives. © 

PACAM/Matt Abbott  
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 SPECIAL REPORT: World Food Day 

The new home gardeners from Yapese settlement communities sold their produce during the World Food Day celebration in Yap, Micronesia on Octo-

ber 14. Photo © COM-FSM  

Yapese Settlements Thrive through Climate-Smart Agriculture 

As part of the World Food Day 2016 celebrations in 

Yap, Micronesia, beneficiaries of the USAID-funded 

Climate Adaptive Agriculture and Resilience (CAAR) project 

displayed and sold various produce grown in their 

home gardens through climate-smart agriculture tech-

niques. The theme of this year’s World Food Day was 

“Climate is changing. Food and Agriculture must too.” 

Through a grant from USAID’s Pacific-American Cli-

mate Fund (PACAM), the College of Micronesia-

Federated States of Micronesia (COM-FSM) Yap Cam-

pus is working to make four Yapese settlement com-

munities — Makiy, Ruu, Daboch and Gargey — more 

resilient and able to respond to crises magnified by a 

changing climate.  

The CAAR booths easily sold all of their vegetables 

during the celebration. Romina Lemaisaf, a new and 

active home gardener, was able to bring home $65.50 

in one day from the sale. “I like planting vegetables a 

lot, and I now eat a lot of leafy vegetables. I also earn 

some money from selling vegetables,” says Lemaisaf. 

Lemaisaf is one of the 39 new home gardeners from 

these settlements who have established vegetable gar-

dens using climate-smart techniques imparted by COM

-FSM. Many of them now regularly sell to markets fresh 

produce from their gardens. From July to September 

2016, Lemaisaf and other project participants have 

made some $360 from the sale of garden produce such 

as lettuce, cucumbers, and tomatoes. 

Vegetables are both scarce and expensive on the is-

lands, and for this reason, are usually missing in the 

regular diet of islanders which tends to be dominated 

by starchy staples. The result of this unhealthy diet is 

undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies, obesity, and 

other diet-related non-communicable diseases. 

Through the CAAR project, Yapese settlements now 

have a good source of nutrient-rich vegetables. 

“Climate-smart gardening is a simple and effective adap-

tive strategy for the displaced atoll communities. The 

gardens also help improve nutrition as well as food se-

curity,” says CAAR Project Director Dr. Murukesan 

Krishnapillai.     

One of the climate-smart practices introduced in the 

communities was the installment of 33 portable rainwa-

ter harvest bags, commercially known as bob® rainwa-

ter bags that now help the communities collect enough 

rainwater for domestic use as well as for gardening. 

These bags are a trademarked product developed by 

non-profit organization Relief International, which offers 

350 gallons of portable water storage. Through the 

CAAR project, and in partnership with Water for Life 

Project and Relief International, a total of 39 bob bags 

have been installed so far across the four settlements, 

benefiting all the project beneficiaries’ households or an 

estimated 306 people. The bob bags have revolution-

ized rainwater harvesting in the settlements. It im-

proves the households’ access to safe water, relieving 

women and children from  the drudgery of fetching wa-

ter. For the communities in Makiy settlement, for ex-

ample, rainwater harvesting using bob bags is the only 

option currently available. “The bob bag brought fresh-

water to my home. No need to fetch water anymore,” 

said Lemaisaf. 

“In Yap, we have just recovered from the drought 

caused by the 2016 El Nino episode, which  devastated 

traditional agriculture. It is clear that water security and 

food security are strongly interdependent, and by im-

proving both as we have done here, we are building up 

the climate resilience of these communities,” said Dr. 

Krishnapillai. 
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ABOUT THE FUND 

The Pacific-American Climate Fund 
(PACAM), is a grant-making facility funded 
by the U. S. Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) and administered by 
Partners for Global Research and Devel-
opment, LLC (PGRD) that assists 12 Pa-
cific Island countries to reduce long-term 
vulnerabilities associated with climate 
change. PACAM awards grants to civil 
society organizations in support of climate 
change adaptation measures and related 
“co-benefits,” such as livelihoods enhance-

ment, improved health, food security, 
disaster risk reduction, or sustainable 
natural resources management.  

In addition to building climate resiliency, 
the Pacific-American Climate Fund, 
through the awarded grants, will assist in 
strengthening the managerial and financial 
capacity of civil society organizations. The 
countries in which PACAM operates are: 
Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiri-
bati, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solo-
mon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 

 
Peter Collier 
Chief of Party, Pacific-American  
Climate Fund  
Unit 1003 The Trade and  
Financial Tower 
7th Avenue corner 32nd Street 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City  
Manila, Philippines 
Email: pcollier@pgrd.org 
Web: www.pgrd.org/projects/pacam/ 
 
Sharon Gulick 
Environment Officer  
USAID/Pacific Islands 
Annex 2 Building, U.S. Embassy 
1201 Roxas Boulevard 
Ermita Manila, Philippines 
Email:  sgulick@usaid.gov 
 
REGIONAL OFFICES 
 
Melanesia Regional Office  
Regional Fund Manager 
Junne Cosmas  
jcosmas@pgrd.org  
 
Polynesia Regional Office 
Regional Fund Manager 
Praveen Lata  
plata@pgrd.org  
 
Micronesia Regional Office  
Regional Fund Manager 
Lara Studzinski 
lstudzinski@pgrd.org  

IN FOCUS: Women in Aquaculture in the Marshall Islands 

 

Participants of ATMI’s fish hatchery/nursery 

management training for women learning 
how to monitor the open ocean cages. The 
training was held for four weeks covering all 
aspects of hatchery and nursery operations. 
Photo © ATMI 
  

“At first, I thought it was impossi-

ble to do the job. It involves count-
ing the fish eggs being hatched in 
the tanks. But I learned how to do 
it: we pour some eggs over a net, 
count them up, and do the math 
formulas to calculate the number 
of eggs.  

 
Now, I enjoy my work. I pay atten-
tion to the tanks and follow all the 
rules. It can be challenging working 
with the men. Sometimes, they 
don’t want to listen to me; but if 
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  Sonya Joel:  Fish Hatchery/Nursery Manager 

USAID’s Pacific-American Climate Fund is supporting ATMI to diversify the income 
of fishers by growing and exporting commercially valuable moi fish. ATMI is also 
manufacturing fish feed to support the aquaculture sector, and training the local 
workforce in aquaculture — including training more women like Sonya to partici-
pate in male-dominated aquaculture activities. PACAM is helping to improve the 
livelihoods of the communities of the Marshall Islands’ low-lying atolls to boost 
their resilience in the face of a changing climate. 

they’re not following the hatchery 

rules, the [moi fish] 'babies' could 
get sick and die. Then we’d all be 

out of a job.  
 
I’m learning more about aquacul-

ture, and becoming more respon-
sible as Aquaculture Technologies 
of the Marshall Islands (ATMI) 
grows. There is so much to learn 
about aquaculture. My six broth-
ers are already in the U.S., but 
right now I am happy to be here in 
Majuro and have a good job.” 

Sonya Joel checking the open ocean cages. Photo © PACAM/Matt Abbott 
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