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Pacific-American Climate Fund Project 

Grant Solicitation: Cycle 2 Frequently Asked Questions 

January 2015 

 

Q 1: Our concept note proposal was for $USD 1 million, but the Request for Application states $500,000.  

That is half of the budget we proposed in the concept note?  

A: The ceiling amount has been reduced to US$500,000 to allow more CSOs to participate in the 

program.  The Cycle 2 solicitations were opened to fund grants in category 2 grant size categories of 

US$150,001 - US$1 million. We received a total of 176 concept papers for Cycle 2 with total amount of 

funding request of US$89,169,980.  

 

Q 2: We are a U.S.-based organization and received the cover letter stating that the project budgets are 

not to exceed $500,000.  Please confirm if our proposal upper limit will be US$500,000. 

 

A: If the US-based organization would be the prime recipient of grant funding, they would only be eligible 

for up to US$100,000 as indicated in the Grants Solicitation: Call for Concept Papers, page 8. 

 

 

Q 3: Our concept note contained a budget that was for three years and just under $1 million USD. I see 

from the cover letter that project budgets are not to exceed $500,000 USD. Is the expectation that we are 

still applying for three years of support? 

A: It is up to the organization applying for the grant to decide the length of the project duration in light of 

the new ceiling limit.  Applicants should develop the application in the way they think would result in the 

most benefits and be most competitive. 

 

Q 4: The Request for Application (RFA) document mentioned February 16, 2014 as the last date for 

submission. We understand that this should be February 16, 2015. 

A: The Closing Date/Time for submission of application is February 16, 2015, 12:00 Noon, Manila Time. 

 

Q 5: In preparing our submission we have drafted a detailed budget breakdown which is different from 

our original submission. Are we permitted to modify our monetary request at this stage or should we try 

to maintain our original budget? 

A: The budget should be maintained at the amount of the original submitted concept paper. For those 

concept paper applications with grant size above US$500,000 should ensure that the project budget does 

not exceed US$500,000 in their proposal.  

 

Q 6: Are there examples or past applications available that we could access? 

A: There are no sample applications available. 
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Q 7: In past years what has the rate of success been for non-US applicants overall, and in comparison to 

US based applicants to the scheme? 

A: Pacific-American Climate Fund is a new initiative launched in March 2014. The Cycle 1 grant applicants 

are at grantee negotiation stage at present. 

 

Q 8: I have a question relating to the "Construction" policy. The project concept involves construction 

activities such as construction of fresh water systems and construction of nurseries, fencing and storage 

shed etc. Will any of the activities involving construction qualify for PACAM funding assistance? 

A: Construction related activities are not permitted by USAID for the PACAM program. PACAM funds 

cannot be used for any construction activities. USAID’s definition of construction can be found at: 

http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/303maw.pdf 

 

Q 9: I am just writing to inquire if your program offers any funding for field assessments in preparation of 

the application? 

A: All application preparation and submission costs are at the applicant’s own expense. 

 

Q10:  We understand that the final decision regarding this grant will be by April 15. We would like to know 

when funding would be available should we be successful? 

A: The Grants Review Board recommendation for applications to receive award will be made by April 15 

but the final decision to develop a grant agreement and any subsequent release of funds will not be made 

until a Pre-Award Survey and negotiation process have been successfully completed.  The full application 

will be evaluated according to the technical evaluation criteria as per Grants Solicitation: Call for 

Applications – Amendment 3 document pages 8 & 9. By April 15, the Grants Review Board will make 

recommendation to proceed with the grantee negotiation based upon its evaluation of the applications.   

The potential awardees as per recommendation by the Grants Review Board that will be considered 

further will be subject to a financial responsibility determination that will be issued by the Pacific-

American Climate Fund and will include a pre-award survey. During the grantee negotiation process, the 

appropriate grant instrument will be selected to be used based on the organization’s institutional 

capacity, the amount of the grant award, and other relevant factors. Depending on the type of grant to 

be awarded, the disbursement schemes and mode of payment will be determined. It is expected most 

Awardees will receive a Fixed Obligation Grant (FOG), whereby funds are transferred to the Awardee as 

pre-determined milestones are completed.  Further information on FOGs can be found here: 

http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/303saj.pdf The Pre-Award Survey and 

negotiation process that enables the finalization of a Grant Agreement and subsequent release of funds 

can take anywhere from several weeks to months depending on the complexity of the grant, the capacity 

of the organization receiving the grant, and the amount size.  

 

http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/303maw.pdf
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1868/303saj.pdf
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Q11: We work in very remote areas where there are no phones or Internet. This constrains our ability to 

send or write reports online. When are your reporting dates and can they be flexible to allow for the above 

mentioned constraints? 

A:  Please see response to Question 10. The frequency of reporting will depend on the grant instrument 

selected for your project. The schedule of reporting period will be stipulated in the grant agreement.  


